FRIENDS OF 


Fishbourne 
ROMAN PALACE 


The CDC is Open 


for Business 


Nearly 13 years in the planning, Fishbourne Roman Palace finally 
has a dedicated store for the 200,000 artefacts excavated since its 
discovery in 1960. But it is much more than just a store... 


It seems like much longer ago, but 
it is only three months since we 
officially opened the doors of the 
new Collections Discovery Centre 
(‘CDC’) to the public. Since the 
Grand opening on the 1st of June 
two tours a day have given 4000 
visitors of all ages the chance to get 
close to and (carefully!) handle 
artefacts from Fishbourne and 
elsewhere. 


It was a nerve-wracking start, and it took a week or so to settle on the content 
and format for the tours, and for the Curator to get his tours to less than one and 
a half hours in length! Now we have found our feet and hope that we are able to 
inform and entertain visitors for around 45 minutes twice a day. After a few 
minutes of background information, and the obligatory health and safety 
instructions, groups are lead into the bulk store and introduced to such diverse 
artefacts as a Palaeolithic hand-axe (400,000 years old), and “Tide” and “Whisk” 
soap powder cartons (4C years old!), with plenty of Roman maieriai in between, 
of course! 


The visitors’ response to the CDC is overwhelmingly positive and no small 
thanks for this to the Fishbourne Volunteers who have taken up the challenge of 
leading the public tours. Each volunteer brings their own presentation style to 
the task, adding variety and personality. 


One of our volunteer tour guides, Evie, has been taking tours around the 
collections for almost all the time we have been open. 


“T originally got involved at Fishbourne giving demonstrations of Roman 
spinning and weaving, as I am a member of the West Sussex Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners and Dyers. When the CDC opened, I thought this would be a great 
chance to meet even more visitors. Although I had no previous experience of 
archaeology, I slowly learned all the background information that I needed: a 
steep learning curve, but very rewarding! Volunteering here has awoken an 
interest in archaeology that I never knew I had and I am thoroughly looking 
forward to extending my new knowledge as far as I can”. 


Providing two or more tours to visitors every day is no mean achievement and 
would quite simply be impossible without the likes of Evie and her fellow 
volunteers. We are always on. the lookout for more helpers, so if any of our 
Friends would be interested in acting as guides to the Collections Discovery 
Centre, please get in touch. We are particularly keen to fill vacancies at the 
weekend, but have gaps during the week as well. You will be surprised how 
easy and rewarding it is! 


We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Friends who 
joined us at the preview tour of the Collections Discovery Centre on the 27th 
May 2006. We hope you all enjoyed yourselves and are grateful for all the 
helpful comments, suggestions and encouragement that you provided. Your 
input has certainly helped the visitor tours become the success that they are. 
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STOP PRESS 


April 27th to May 2nd is the 
Roman festival of Floralia. We 
thought this would be the perfect 
excuse to invite all of our Friends 
to Fishbourne to sample some 
Roman-style food and meet some 
of the staff and volunteers who 
work here. Plans are in their 
infancy at the moment, but please 
keep the date of May 28th 2007 
clear in your diaries (the Bank 
Holiday Monday) as we will be 
sending you all invitations once 
details are finalized. (Rest assured 
that the event will be 
competitively priced.) 


While we anticipate a good time 
being had by all, we cannot promise 
entirely to live up to the description 
of Floralia provided by the Nova 
Roma website: “The Floralia is the 
festival of the Goddess Flora, patron 
of flowers and spring. It begins 
with theatrical performances and 
climaxes with full-blown Games, and 
is under the purview of the plebeian 
aediles. The Floralia lasts for six 
days. In later days prostitutes 
claimed the Goddess Flora as their 
patron and celebrated the Floralia 
with gusto. Hares and goats are let 
loose in the Circus prior to the 
games (both notorious symbols of 
fertility, and especially associated 
with cultivated vegetation, as 
opposed to wild woodlands). 

Beans and lupins were thrown to 
the crowds at the Floralia, again 
symbols of fertility, and clothing 

of wild colours was worn”. 


PHD Student to start at Fishbourne 


We are delighted to announce that Fishbourne Roman Palace will soon be 
hosting its first PhD student. Martyn Allen will be joining us in Spring 2007 
and will spend about 15 months examining the animal bone from the 1960s 
excavations at Fishbourne. Martyn’s PhD, funded by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council and based at the University of Nottingham provides an 
exciting opportunity to re-assess this material, using modern methods and 
techniques. We are bound to be hearing more from him once his analysis 


ings Roman by going starts and he starts making new discoveries. 
just to have-his photo tak == 


“I am extremely excited to have the opportunity to come and work with some of the country’s finest archaeological and 
historical experts and Roman materials down near Chichester. I am familiar with the area as I have lived here for around 
20 years of my life and have been working to gain degrees at both Winchester and Southampton Universities. 


During my research, I hope to provide a better understanding of how animals influenced the construction of the human 
and natural landscape, through possible changes in the use of domesticated animals, such as the switch from a sheep to 
cattle-based economy (maybe to support an incoming army?). Also, the project will be designed to view how animals were 
used to express social identity, and how this may have been used to produce a notion of status and power for the 
inhabitants at Fishbourne. This is a new and extremely important project that will hopefully have far-reaching effects in 
the world of archaeology and be used as a template for future work elsewhere. All in all I am overwhelmed to be given 
this chance and am already feeling at home in the Fishbourne community. I hope that I can meet many of you over the 
next three years for some great discussion on all things Roman! See you soon, Martyn.” 


Why not adopt a box for a friend or relation — the perfect 


You've “Bought a Brick”, now 
gift for the person who has everything! We will send a 


W ” 
Adopt-a-Box | certificate to you to record your adoption, so, if you are 


adopting a box for somebody else, please be sure to use 
Thanks to the “Buy a Brick” campaign we have raised an the form to specify the name of the recipient and the 
impressive £6817 towards the building of the Collections address to which the certificate should be sent. 


Discovery Centre. Now the building is complete and there 
are no more bricks to be bought, it is time to unveil our 


new fundraising scheme: “ Adopt-a-Box”. E “Adopt-a-Box” 


Casas eae a y Application to adopt an artefact box 
ne of our major expenses in the artefact store is the - - 

provision of boxes suitable for storing our archaeological A in the Collections Discovery Centre, 
material. These must be made of special conservation- Fishbourne Roman Palace 

grade card and use rust-proof copper staples, and are i 


I/we, (your name and address) 


custom-made for Fishbourne so that eight boxes fit exactly 
on each shelf. I 
To help cover this expense, we are giving our Friends and 

visitors the opportunity to sponsor one or more boxes. Ror E Bee eee cece e eee cence eee e nent teeter e eer eee nese ee eeesteeneeseetenans 
4 cena Brae fae, res wyill eellecieas howe whch: spill ts oS 
marked with your name. We hope that you will come and 

visit the box to discover its contents. J would like to sponsor a box of artefacts on behalf of: ff 


£6 will pay for a small I (name and address to which certificate should be sent | 


box and £10 will pay = Fi 
for a larger plastic if different from above) 


crate used for storing 4 Serer rere eos ey eee ee er 
larger ItEMS SUCH AS teeter ttt tee teen ete e eee e nee e nee e eee e teen eee e sees eeen eens 
worked stone or near- { Sed gear wa TACK WTRIW WEA RWC ATES EIT a re eles Teint nT SEE ats Ce oem ieee Tote sie wie wwe Raa Saat RG ate Wisc hein 
complete Roman tiles. 
The adoption will last 
as long as the box, so | Seago baie ates Sea a OR WSS iE a a ee RIS asian SS ENE mis Oe enlace 
could be for as long as 
50 years! 


| enclose a cheque for the sum of £6 (standard 
box)/£10 (large box)* made payable to “Sussex 
Archaeological Society”. 


E 
i 
i *Delete as applicable i 
i 


Special Events Update 


Since the last newsletter Palace staff and 
volunteers have been involved in a number 
of events. 


S@atPnd volunteers.“ flying the flag” for 
Fishbourne at the 2006 Gala Parade at Chichester. 


The school summer holidays saw the introduction of 


Fun-time Thursdays - an opportunity for vacationing 


visitors to sample a taster of the activities on offer at 
our major events (and literally tasting Roman bread, 
cakes and sauces!). 


October saw the return of the Ermine Street Guard, 
dazzling visitors with their displays of military 
tactics; our hands-on activities ensured visitors had 
plenty to do between shows. The autumn half-term 
holiday meant Roman Army Week. Visitors had the 
opportunity to join the legions for the day as a new 
recruit. Completing a set number of activity tasks 
earns a Certificate and a replica Roman coin as their 
first day’s pay. 


We have also been ‘out and about’. By invitation, 
Fishbourne provided a stand at both West Dean 
Gardens Wholly Herbs Weekend and at Bignor’s 
Walk Through History. And staff, volunteers and a 
trustee did actually walk through Chichester as part 
of the Gala Parade in June. We waved regally - and 
hope you were there to wave back! 


Fishbourne Roman Palace Opening Times: 


Now until the 15th Dec: 
Open every day from 10an-4pm 
16th Dec-21st Jan: 
Open Sat and Sun only from 10am-4pm 
Open every day from 10am-4pm 
Open every day from 10am-5pm 


Fishbourne Roman Palace, Salthill Road, Fishbourne, 


Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 3QR 


Tel: 01243 785859 Email: projectfish@sussexpast.co.uk 


Website: www.sussexpast.co.uk/fishbourne 


New discoveries at the Palace 


Things never stand still at the Roman Palace. 
Even now we are involved in archaeological 
excavation, although not quite on the same scale 
as in the 1960s. 


One sunny Friday 

last March, 

Fishbourne’s 

curator was called 

upon to climb into 

a small trench 

outside the 

entrance to the 

north wing cover 

building and clean 

up some 

archaeological 

features that 

were emerging 

from the clay. 

The trench, dug 

as part of the 

construction of 

the new entrance 

canopy, contained a pair of modern drainage pipes and a 
number of Roman linear features, and two spreads of 
domestic refuse - not bad for an area of 6 x 6.5m! 


We weren't allowed to excavate any of the features, but 


-—while-cleaning-up-the-trench-with-a-trowel-e-few-very————— 


interesting objects came to light. Amongst the usual 
collection of bone (one of which showed signs of having been 
butchered), tile, pottery and shell, were seven sherds of a 
single platter that have turned out to be rather exciting. This 
platter, a local copy of a Gallo-Belgic import, had been broken 
by its Roman owners. Rather than throwing it away, an 
attempt had been made to repair it. In the absence of 
reliable glues, 
small holes had 
been drilled in 
the platter and 
it had been 
“stitched” back 
together with a 
copper wire. 


Whether the 
Owner was 
unable to afford 
to replace this 
item or it was a 
particularly prized possession, we don’t know. There can be 
little doubt, however, that when the platter was later broken 
beyond repair its owner would have been far from pleased. 


The locally made copy of an imported 
pot - showing three rivet holes 


It is a shame that we didn’t have the chance to excavate 
some of the features more completely, to take full advantage 
of this rare glimpse into the Palace’s past. However, this 
trench still provided an interesting contribution to the vast 
archaeological archive that has been amassed since 1960. 


Artist in residence 


We are delighted to have Joan Smith with 
us at the moment. Joan is our “artist in 
residence”, working on a huge mural for 
our new education room (the Rudkin 
Room). It is our intention that Joan will 
transform the Rudkin Room from its 
current state of being a very ordinary 
classroom to something quite unusual and 
spectacular that schoolchildren will 
remember for long after their visit is over. 
Judging by Joan's initial designs, this is 
exactly what she is going to do! 


The mural is going to be a view of the 
Palace as it would have been at the height 
of its glory. It will show a view of room N7 
(the room containing the “dolphin 
mosaic”), as viewed from the western 
courtyard in the North Wing. 


Make a Donation 


Although the first phase of the development 
is nearing completion we still have to raise 
the £300,000 we need to re-display the 
museum and achieve our target of raising 
£1million in total to complete the project. 


To make a donation please use the 
enclosed form. 


Dates for your diary 


Spring Half Term 19th-22nd Feb 2007 
Roman Family Fun Days Hands on activities for all the family. 


Easter Holidays 4th-5th April 2007 
Celtic Spring Festival Find out more about the Celts, from nettle soup to 
wattle daub — fun for all the family. 


16th June 2007 
The new county wide event Sussex Day A closer look at things made 
in Sussex. 


12th July 2007 
The Hayden Lute Trio Music amongst the mosaics 


Summer holidays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th Aug 2007 
Fun Time Thursdays Crafty things to make and do for all the family in the 
school holidays. 


14th July-12th Aug 2007 
Modern Mosaic Exhibition and mosaic Making 


8th-9th Sept 2007 
Roman Gladiators Excitement from the arena and hands on activities for all. 


Autumn Half Term 22nd-26th October 2007 
Roman Army Week Join the army for the day — sword practice, marching, 
archery lots more. 


On the Ist of September we 
gt. welcomed our new conservator to 
the Collections Discovery Centre. 
Marie Zvezda trained at West Dean 
College in ceramic conservation and 


{restoration aiid went on to help re- 
house the archive of 21st century 
British sculpture at the Cass 
Sculpture Foundation at Goodwood. 


Marie works on the Fishbourne 
Roman Palace collections for one 
day a week as well as spending 
additional time conserving material 
from the Chichester District 
Museum collection (also housed in 
the CDC). For the rest of her time 
she runs her own business, “MZ 
Conservation ”, specializing in the 
restoration of ceramic and related 
materials. So, as well as archaeological artefacts, Marie works on commissions 
brought to her by members of the public, ranging from Delft tiles to 
Wedgwood vases. 


A big part of the work of a 
conservator at Fishbourne is of course 
looking after our mosaics and Marie 
is looking forward to getting to grips 
with the art of mosaic conservation. 


Marie can be contacted through 
Fishbourne Roman Palace and will be 
happy to provide an assessment 
estimate for the repair of any family 
heirlooms that need a little bit of 
TLE! 


The Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace is a subsidiary of The Sussex Archaeological Society. 
Registered Charity Number 207037 Registered Company Limited by guarantee Number 202795 


